Minsterley Flood Action Group:
Reports for May, June, July, August, September 2026 to the Parish Council Meetings 2606, 2607, 2608, 2609, 2610 held in accordance with Parish monthly meetings calendar the next meeting will held on the 13 October 2026
During May 2026, 47mm of rainfall was recorded; total for the year todate =345.5mm; the 2026 monthly average recorded is 69.1mm todate still suggesting a significantly higher rainfall year if this trend is to continue, in comparison with 63.875mm/month in 2025; 81.52mm/month in 2024: 74.521mm/month for 2023 and 53.33mm/ month for 2022. 
There was no further rain during the month following a storm on the 19 May leaving 13.5mm + 2mm on the following day remainder of the month suffered a heat wave.
During June 2026, 32mm of rainfall was recorded; total for the year todate =377.5mm; the 2026 monthly average recorded is 62.916mm todate still suggesting a significantly higher rainfall year if this trend is to continue, in comparison with 63.875mm/month in 2025; 81.52mm/month in 2024: 74.521mm/month for 2023 and 53.33mm/ month for 2022. 
During June temperatures were above average for the time of year.
On the 24th June the Minsterley Brook catchment suffered a significant thunderstorm with only 0.5mm of rainfall whilst other areas within the Shropshire were deluged.
During July 2026, 2mm of rainfall was recorded; total for the year todate =379.5mm; the 2026 monthly average recorded is 54.2125mm todate suggesting a reduction in annual rainfall if this trend is to continue, in comparison with 63.875mm/month in 2025; 81.52mm/month in 2024: 74.521mm/month for 2023 and 53.33mm/ month for 2022. 
During July temperatures were well above average exceeding 35degrees C with 28 consecutive days without rain and therefore a significant drought was declared. 
During August 2026, 47mm of rainfall was recorded; total for the year todate =426.5mm; the 2026 monthly average recorded is 53.3125mm todate suggesting a further reduction in annual rainfall if this trend is to continue, in comparison with 63.875mm/month in 2025; 81.52mm/month in 2024: 74.521mm/month for 2023 and 53.33mm/ month for 2022.
During September 2026, 29mm of rainfall was recorded; total for the year todate =455.5mm; the 2026 monthly average recorded is 50.61mm todate suggesting a further reduction in annual rainfall if this trend is to continue, in comparison with 63.875mm/month in 2025; 81.52mm/month in 2024: 74.521mm/month for 2023 and 53.33mm/ month for 2022. We are now running parallel with 2022 when only 639.96mm was recorded for the whole year, which are pre-millennium level rainfall records. 
Whilst water levels within the wetted channels of most ordinary watercourses is rising, it is noticeable that river silts have consolidated and vegetation growing and holding the silts forming obstructions within the wetted channels which will lead to flooding much quicker than it would normally be expected. 

 Thus the usually accepted time lines for flooding to commence will be shorter initially until the major watercourses have washed out some of the consolidated silts, the prime example is under and to the north of over-bridge off The Square in Minsterley centre.  The FAG should be applying to the EA for funds similar to Brocton to ensure the middle of Minsterley does not become washed out particularly within the commercial area and properties to the west.
All the drainage assets within the Parish should be inspected and blockages reported on Fix my Street, and interested parties should be involved, and allocated separate zones including all road gullies especially in known problems areas initially.
Both Chester University and Shropshire Council Flood and Water Management wish to call meetings of interested parties who suffer flooding to examine what information is collected by the remote sensors how it can be accessed in real time to enable residents to access the data from sensors positioned on the tributaries and main line of the Minsterley Brook within the Hope Valley to provide real time water flow rates within these watercourses which have been operating since the 2 April 2026 collecting data every few minutes or so enabling the technicians to start the reading process. The flow modelling will be interpreted by WSP hydrologists to enable residents affected by flooding to receive flood warnings within real time, the charts and tables will be collated as the information collected remotely. The Minsterley Community Engagement Event- Flood Risk Management and effective communication for those residents who have endured flooding were invited to participate in the workshop at Minsterley Parish Hall on the 29 May 2026 with doors open at 5:30pm until 8:30pm.  Hosted and attended by Shropshire Council, Chester University, Severn Rivers Trust and The National Flood Forum.  I am aware that residents were unhappy with the proposals and boycotted the event. I found that personally disappointing and an opportunity lost thus the residents experiences and facts went unrecorded and the essential photographic backup was unavailable; following the official launch on Radio Shropshire on the 20 April 2026.
EL Nino, as forecast in the April report 2026 is likely to be a cause of flooding during this coming Winter according to the meteorologists, these occurrences have been happening on a more frequent bases and travelling further north influencing the northern temperate climate of the north American eastern seaboard and north Atlantic weather patterns that travel eastwards influencing the gulf stream over the British Isles is forecast to revive later this year within the British Isles resulting in more equatorial style flash storms which have brought severe flooding during Summer, Autumn and Winter within the past 21 years when our most significant floods have been recorded.  
Whilst some of the footpaths have been explored and whilst Severn Rivers Trust (SRT) have no such restriction identifying suitable locations for Natural Flood Management solutions have not been simple tasks. SRT have continued to find suitable sites within the Parish, creating balancing ponds on the Hogstow Brook. The use of leaky dams to reduce water flow speed is not viable in such harsh terrain.  The use of geospatial mapping would be an innovative progression to check that all locations and methods of NFM have been explored.
The solution to flooding in Minsterley is closer to Minsterley, the manmade wetted channel needs desilting to reduce the volumes of flood waters overtopping the levees and these levees and natural river banks should be maintained routinely to ensure the wetted channel can operate at maximum capacity when required with silt and log traps strategically placed upstream to catch silts, preventing those silts from migrating during high energy storm flows, that can be removed from wetted channel when the energy levels have subsided and used to restore the river bed where appropriate in the Hope Valley. 
Presently there is little opportunity for floodwaters runaway onto the flood plain due to development around The Square in the village centre since the millennium consequently floodwaters are trapped within the built environment within the centre and low lying areas of the township ie The Grove and Little Minsterley and their local surrounding floodplains the flood water having passed through their homes (properties). These floods flow into the sewer pumping stations at The Grove and Little Minsterley belonging to Severn Trent Water causing the systems to malfunction allowing raw sewage to flow out into the adjacent storm water drainage watercourses which feed directly into the Rea Brook at Malehurst destroying water quality for all life dependent on the Rea Brook and beyond for its life support.
The Enforcement Notice reference 25/10688/ENF having been reopened with the LPA appertaining to the Storm water drainage system at Hall View Drive development and a further on site visit and meeting with the Enforcement Officer took place on 3 February 2026 and MFAG is awaiting the promised response from LPA. No such response has been forth coming; The Enforcement Notice remains unresolved and was further addressed to SC-LPA on the 28 August 2026 as a Formal Complaint. See emails transmitted in January to SC departments and Julia Buckley MP who also contacted SC for an informative response despite The Council previously considering the matter closed.  The issue remains unresolved and unsatisfactory for those residents in Horsebridge Road and The Grove; leaving them vulnerable to flooding in storm events. The matter has been since followed up with the SC-Legal and Democracy Department  requesting an acknowledgement.
Outstanding work in preparation for the Autumn and Winter storms require the removal and disposal of debris and detritus from in front and inside of the trash grill to the culvert under the A488 adjacent to the Callow Crescent - Plox Green Road junction.  Thus this culvert is unable to flow at full capacity in the event of a relatively small storm due to restricted flow, the watercourse will overtop the headwall with flood water awash of the A488 flowing north towards the village centre causing major problems for those who live and work adjacent to centre including the Rea Valley Food factory a major employer within the village. And removing excessive river silts in the wetted channel of the Minsterley Brook from around the bridges off The Square to alleviate flooding in The Square and Church Road and beyond in both directions. Further to wetted channel of the watercourse that flows through Meadow Brook known as the Little Minsterley Brook requires lowering 225mm for 18m beyond the outfall to culvert under the A488 adjacent to Perret Close, to ensure the culvert is self cleansing.  Presently there is an obstruction within the wetted channel resulting in silts building up and backing into the culvert line reducing capacity of the culvert, the problem is on private land.  The MFAG need to negotiate with owners for the work to proceed as should the flood waters overtop the culvert headwall flooding both properties and the sewerage pumping station the balance tanks will overflow into the natural watercourse causing pollution of the rivers system. The existing highway drainage system requires its Autumn clearout of silts from gully pots, silt catchment chambers and the lines checked to ensure that the existing assets are funding to avoid unnecessary flooding.
The NFF have requested that MFAG convene a meeting to update our Flood Action Plan which is awaiting action by myself as I am in agreement with this proposal.
      
 Compiled : Cllr Doug Jones dated 13/10/2026; FAG Member.
