Minsterley Flood Action Group:
Report for February 2025 to the Parish Council Meeting 2503 to be held on the 11March 2025
During February 2025, 31.5mm of rainfall was recorded with almost half the volume recorded on 23/24 of the month; total for the year todate = 131.5mm; the monthly 2025 average recorded todate is 65.75mm suggesting a very average year if this trend was to continue, in comparison with 81.52mm/month in 2024: 74.521mm/month for 2023 and 53.33mm/ month for 2022.  
Following the remote MAM held on the 7 of October 2024, the site meeting that took place on the 2 December 2024, and a further residents meeting was held on the 28 January 2025 to establish the roles and responsibilities of the Flood Action Group to reconstitute the Minsterley Group by electing the committee to represent the Group in preparation for further Multi Agency Meetings to progress the issues raised at the October 2024 meeting and add further issues raised by residents. 
A residents meeting was held on the 19 February at Holy Trinity Church at which the Flood Action Plan was reviewed in preparation for the next MAM at which the FAG will be given an update on the actions required on issues raised at the 7 October 2024 remote meeting.
Limited Desilting Minsterley Brook through the Minsterley Settlement from North of the Sluice to beyond the Muller Dairy Boundary to the North a distance of 690m, plus 310m to be undertaken by riparian owners.
In response SC –‘ Highly unlikely funding would be allocated through RFCC for dredging works of the water course.  It would be argued that it is not a good use of public money, due to environmental impacts, contaminants in the silts and increase erosion in other sections of the water course’. Further the EA commented ‘Dredging works would need a proper consultation procedure due to to contaminants and being a tributary of the Rea Brook. EA would like to see the stopping of silt further upstream which could feed into the Water and Abandoned Metal Mines Programme (WAMM)’. The costs of dredging within the Minsterley settlement reflects the costs of processing the river silts contaminated by heavy metals required by the EA which would be beneficial to environmental health of the Rea Brook to its confluence with Severn River at Coleham Shrewsbury.
The FAG has been advocating the use of Log and Silt traps in the course of MB for a number of years now and have pointed out suitable sites which could be maintained without causing excessive environmental harm based on a Swiss principle, details are already in the possession of SC; similar arrangements could be employed on the major tributaries from the western escarpment of the Stiperstone Hills.  The SRT is currently assessing Natural Flood Management abilities within the Rea NFM Demonstrator Catchment project which includes the Minsterley Brook catchment area.  NFF have undertaken to keep MFAG involved in any Rea Catchment Work and ensure that EA, SRT and SC liaise on potential collaboration between NFM project and WAMM programme given the comments above from SC and EA.
The riparian owners of the sites identified for log and silt traps to be erected within the Hope Valley to catch debris being brought down by the Minsterley Brook causing flooding in the built environment have agreed in principle with the FAG to the implementation of such a plan which it is hoped will be conducted by SRT. 


FAG would also advocate the reconstruction of the existing weir to the southeast of the private residence Lynnsdale east of the A488 north of Wagbeach to its original level to lift the river bed to the south of Wagbeach settlement to slow river bed erosion at that location and hold river silts migrating forming a sustainable riverbed formed of riverbed stones and silts.
FAG would encourage the investigation of Slow the Flow initiatives on those watercourses passing through the Shropshire Wildlife Trust land on the western escarpment of the lower Hope Valley. This woodland backs into land farmed by Hope Farm and Drury Lane Farm between Drury Lane and the Hope Valley.   Presently during flooding events the volume of water that flows down the escarpment onto the A488 bringing with it silts, stones and rocks causing traffic hazards, causing erosion to the roadside verges and washing away the verge and embankment supporting the highway into the Minsterley Brook increasing the extent erosion damage to the A488 within the lower Hope Valley. Are SRT in dialogue with the farmers operating these farmsteads? 
The erosion to The Grove Footpath north of Bridge Mews, SC has referred this matter to SRT due to their previous experience of bank erosion relevant for this point. SRT suggested that it could be a possible use for WEIF (Water Environment Improvement Fund) money.  A recommendation is awaited from SRT as to the suitability of bank erosion works and if WEIF funding is available.  The consequent erosion of the levee is damaging the footpath.  
The Grove public footpath continues to be monitored, and the temporary safety barriers remain in place, the tarmac footpath remains in very poor repair. 
The following Culvert and Drainage issues have now become agenda items within MAM to secure adequate resolutions to ensure the communities and settlement are kept safe.
At the Little Minsterley culvert head wall trash grill has been cleared,
It should be noted that the Trash Screen over the headwall to the Culvert under Plox Green Road at the Callow Crescent junction and Ash Lea Estate remains completely covered by detritus, there is now a flood waiting to happen. It is too dangerous for a volunteer to attempt to clear as there are deep silts in front of the screen.
Further monitoring will continue South of the School, presently the excessive erosion has abated.
MPC & FAG continue to monitor surface drainage evacuation at Perret Close to report back to the LPA before the Section 106 is released. Further John Bellis & the FAG are concerned that the construction of the outfall to the Flood Relief Channel, is inadequate. An FAP issue for the MAM agenda to follow up. This was missed from the current MAM agenda.
In the light of the Autumn and Winter Storms Ashley, Bert, Darragh, Eowyn and Herminia  the accommodation bridge to the north of The Grove footbridge, obstructs the flood waters flowing within the wetted channel.  FAG is awaiting confirmation as to when the removal of the old existing bridge structure might be commenced later this year,2025. No work should commence prior to 1st June and be completed by 30 September of any year.
FAG will be supporting the landowners in reinforcing the existing east bank of the river to safe guard the accommodation bridge east abutment at The Grove.   This issue will have to be revisited; following the MAM; the area should have been inspected during the site visit on the 2nd December 2024.
The condition of the Minsterley Brook within the lower Hope Valley and other flooding issues at Wagbeach is giving major cause for concern with particular reference to erosion requiring urgent action; see previous reports. Having fully vented this issue at the MAM, and with SC Highways undertaking to follow up with an action plan, FAG needs an update from Andy Keyland, of SCH but there are further issues with Bankside stability supporting the A488 to the South in the Hope Valley. The use of silt and log traps to the south of Minsterley, as alluded to by the EA afore mentioned.
The SRT report is awaited on actions that can be taken to Slow the Flow of the Wagbeach Brook; presently large river stones are being washed down in the flood waters and damaging the built environment of the urban watercourse which residents are having to rebuild.  It is imperative that a Trash Screen is fitted to the headwall of the upper culvert opposite 10 Wagbeach, with a system for keeping the screen clear during flooding events, which requires the construction of a safe access for personnel to reach the asset.
A report is still awaited from SC-Bridge Structures on the progress of the feasibility study for alleviation works around the Bridges in The Square, remains as before described.   This is another issue for FAP to follow up and following the MAM site visit on the 2 December 2024, WSP should be actively investigating a feasibility study for using a boom across the B4387 by Little Efes to divert flood water back into the river.
The appointment of Flood Wardens is still awaited and their training to enable them to erect signs during floods to close the roads in the interests of the Safety of the Road Users, general public and property owners and or occupants. This process is awaiting clearance from SC and others.
Having been brought to the attention of the RIDB that a land drain that passes to the rear of properties in The Grove, that has ‘blown’ to the rear of no.12, which leaks when the Malehurst flood plain is full  because the outfall is blocked.  This is a serious turn of events because it means that the water table around the properties rises leading to flooding internally in a number of properties. The RIDB are in discussion with the EA with a view to removing silts at the confluence of the Minsterley Brook with Rea Brook at Malehurst to lower the Rea winter flow level to allow connecting water courses and drainage to outflow into the Rea Brook, further discussions are ongoing with the local SRT management Board.   This problem has been constant for the past 6 weeks and it is evident that the drainage leak to the rear of The Grove is constantly threatening the adjacent properties and has again entered properties during the storm that went through on the 23/24 February and the FAG is unable to find a resolution at this time.  It is imperative that The Grove flood alleviation works to the west MAM Agenda point 4.2 is implemented without further delay.
On the 13 February 2025 the writer and Mr David Challinor visited the rear garden at 7 The Grove to carry out exploratory excavation to find and uncover an existing grey water drainage system which is purported to run to the rear of the properties.  FAG is aware of its existence and that it still functioned from 12 The Grove carrying storm drainage water away.  However our efforts proved in vein, despite digging into the clay substrata 700mm down, it appears that we may not have dug deep enough. FAG is most appreciative of Jean Garner and Jonathan Brown granting permission to open up their garden. I am hoping that we will be able to return to excavate deeper in an effort to locate the drain which could help many of The Grove residents.   John Bellis, Drainage and Flood Risk manager at SC is hoping to arrange for STW to complete a survey on this drain.


It appears that the storm drainage on Hall View Drive has not been executed in accordance with LPA approved drawings as a consequence  the PC should ensure an Enforcement Notice application is presented to ensure this matter is resolved and approved by Severn Trent Water.
FAG has also received a verbal quote for removing excess river stones from the outfall of the Culvert at Little Minsterley within the Meadow Brook property of the Pontesbury Project Charity; this will ensure that the culvert under the A488 does not block due to the backup of silts.   FAG is looking for funding to ensure the Charity is not burdened with additional costs.
A MFAG members meeting was held on the 19 February at which the Flood Action Plan was updated and has been distributed to the various Agencies for their comments and proposed actions in the pursuit of flood alleviation and resilience at the next MAM which will be held in April 2025, at a date to be confirmed.   
It is hoped that the National Flood Forum can liaise with SRT to ensure the issues picked up the MFAG can be processed to provide much of the information sought within this report.  FAG is intrigued to know if the Cardiff University rainfall and drainage modelling data report has been of assistance in enabling to decide where Natural Flood Management can intervene to produce the Slow the Flow interventions to minimise flooding within the Minsterley settlement.
At the FAG members meeting held o the 19 February 2025 Mr James Carline (Jimmy) undertook to carry out the duties of Chairman of Minsterley Flood Action Group. Jimmy is a resident of Wagbeach and has suffered flooding of his property. The FAG wish him well in his endeavours.



Originator: Cllr Doug Jones dated 10/03/2025; FAG Member 

