Minsterley Flood Action Group:
 Report for April 2024 to the Parish Council Meeting 2405 to be held on 14/5/2024 
During April 2024, 47.5mm of rainfall was recorded; 25% below the mean for this month of a year.  The monthly 2024 average recorded this year is 84.444mm todate in comparison with74.521mm/month for 2023 and 53.33mm/ month for 2022.
 75% of the rain fell during the first half of the month keeping the water table high, thus flood waters were unable to dissipate within the parish.  Total rainfall for this year todate =337.75mm.
Following the cancellation of The Multi Agency Meeting  to be held on the 13 March 2024; Hayley Bevan, our Flood Engagement Officer representing The National Flood Forum in conjunction with our FAG convened a meeting for those residents who had been flooded and or affected by Storm Babet which occurred on the 20 October 2023, to establish the priorities for the Flood Action Plan going forward.  Whilst a well attended meeting was held on the 24 April giving residents the opportunity to ensure that their experiences and concerns were fully expressed; also enabled Hayley to meet and hear firsthand the manner in which residents were affected and suffered; and assist those residents who could to make successful claims against the Flood resilience funding which is available and in finding appropriate insurance through the good offices of the NFF. This meeting could have been beneficial to a number of other affected residents.
Every endeavour is being made to progress the findings during investigations of the existing storm and groundwater drainage systems regarding the drainage to the rear (West) of The Grove.
At The Little Minsterley culvert head wall requires further clearing to remove debris left in the wetted channel and over the grill on two sides.  It appears that a pipe discharging into the watercourse through the Head Wall still requires further attention to prevent the drainage system bringing about the flooding of 1 Little Minsterley  still remains unresolved.
**The debris grill on the head wall of the culvert adjacent to Callow Crescent and Plox Green Road has been cleared to 50% of its area the remaining area is filled with silts, river stones and detritus a small trig has been cut through these materials but the debris screen still requires urgent clearing following the winter storms to ensure the culvert itself does not become blocked; should this watercourse overtop its banks it could threaten flooding of The Square, Station Road and the businesses located there, which occurred in the 2000’s.  See previous reports.
Further monitoring will continue South of the School, see previous reports.
The erosion of the river bank and levee leading to the undermining of The Grove public footpath continues, and the temporary safety barriers remain in place, the tarmac footpath remains in very poor repair, and this issue remains an agenda item for the parish meeting.  Consequent erosion of the levee damaging the footpath; further discussion with NFF is required and with other authorities including public footpaths.  
MPC & FAG continue to monitor surface drainage evacuation at Perret Close to report back to the LPA before the Section 106 is released. Further John Bellis & the FAG are concerned that the construction of the outfall to the Flood Relief Channel, is inadequate. An FAP issue for the MAM agenda to follow up.
The accommodation bridge, to the north of The Grove footbridge, the owners are considering the removal of the old existing bridge structure at an appropriate time.  
FAG will be working with the landowner to reinforce the existing east bank of the river to safe guard the accommodation bridge at The Grove, “the ordinary watercourse consent” was not granted because SC- FWM didnot receive payment, as previously reported. This issue should be revisited.
At Brook Cottage the riverbank reinforcing work to the orchard as been washed out during the winter storms and the existing gabions will be relocated during the season when works can be completed within the wetted channel.
All other unresolved matters remain as stated in previous reports and particularly those listed in the February/March report 2022.  
The condition of the Minsterley Brook and other flooding issues at Wagbeach require urgent action; see previous reports. This issue was fully vented at the NFF/FAG meeting an issue for the MAM agenda to follow up.   
SC Highways work on the landslip to the west verge of the A488 between Hope Mill and Hope Mill Bridge just south of the Minsterley Parish Boundary in the Parish of Worthen with Shelve, is still awaited.
Footnote: In 2014 the SC Highway Authority commissioned a survey of the highway surface water drainage conducted by consultants Mouchel; from Shrewsbury to The More Arms level of the A488.  And found and concluded that the drainage provision was inadequate for whole 17mile section of highway.  Thus surface water from the highway is collected in an uncontrolled manner contributing to the flooding issues within the Minsterley and Hope Valleys.  The FAG and the SC ward councillor, Heather Kidd are hoping to combine to assist one another to action flood resilience actions to overcome these matters. 
A report is still awaited from SC-Bridge Structures on the progress of the feasibility study for alleviation works around the Bridges in The Square, remains abd.   This is another issue for FAP to follow up and add to the MAM agenda
**It is noted that the highway gully outside the Church Lych Gate is blocked abd, and went onto flood the front court yard and entrance to Rhodes Cottage attached to Shropshire Pressure Washers, causing some water damage internally.  No claim allowed for flood resilience work. See previous reports; and report to Fix My Street again.
It has also been established that the eastern river bank to the south of The Square, Plox Green Road and between the Brooklands accommodation bridge has been raised during to 20th century. See previous reportsThere is a need to investigate sites for log and silt traps to be erected within the Hope Valley to catch debris being brought down the Minsterley Brook causing flooding in the built environment.
The attenuation ponds have now been commenced on the Leigh Road, Laureate Ley development.    
** = These are actions that could be taken presently to the work on within the FAP as SC routine maintenance. 
Originator: Cllr Doug Jones dated 14/5/2024; FAG Member 
