

        
Minsterley Flood Action Group: Report for March 2023 to the Parish Council Meeting 2306   on 13/6/2023
During May 2023, 32.75millimetres of rainfall was recorded; a total of 298.25mm for the year to date. The monthly 2023 average recorded is 59.65mm in comparison 53.33mm per month for 2022;  reflecting an increase in rainfall reaching the lower mean for the annual rainfall for this locality. 
Investigations of the existing storm and groundwater drainage systems are ongoing regarding the drainage to the rear (West) of The Grove.   Whilst FAG have not progressed the search for the location of the original grey water drainage system; in collaboration with the tenant farming the field the land owner has agreed verbally  that a new drainage line can be constructed along the eastern boundary of the field with 17 The Grove to join the RIDB watercourse further north on this boundary. 
The FAG have prepared a written report to be submitted the Drainage and Flood Risk Manager for his consideration to find funding for the implementation of a new drain referred to above should this fail, The Grove residents would be advised to consider  investigating the commissioning their own survey on flooding from the field at the rear of their properties and method of disposal of the excess ground water, to ensure this matter is resolved.
At The Little Minsterley culvert head wall, still more routine maintenance is required to remove silts and debris.  In recent days the debris has been removed from in front of the screen but left in the wetted channel to the left hand side of the grill.   The debris grill on the head of the culvert adjacent to Callow Crescent and Plox Green Road is beginning build up with trash again; it would help if the debris grill was set 30⸰ which is in need of urgent repair.
 Further monitoring will continue South of the School, as reported previously and continue to liaise further with the landowner.
The erosion of the river bank and levee leading to the undermining of The Grove public footpath, remains very much the focus of the FAG Chairman to ensure that an adequate safety barrier is maintained  at all times by reminding those responsible to execute their obligations, and remains a agenda item for the parish meeting. 
It is noted that an obstruction has been built across the wetted channel, 3m below the erosion  in the eastern bank above, the previous obstruction having been removed it should be noted that riparian owners have an obligation to ensure the wetted channel remains clear to ensure that river bank erosion does not arise due their negligence.
MPC & FAG continue to monitor surface drainage evacuation at Perret Close to report back to the LPA. Further John Bellis & the FAG are concerned that the construction of the outfall to the Flood Relief Channel, is inadequate. FAG to follow up.
Boundary fencing to the west bank of the Little Minsterley Brook to the rear of 18 Linden Fields, has been attended and the reinstatement work is ongoing and will be completed at the earliest opportunity. 
The temporary propping under the accommodation bridge, to the north of The Grove footbridge needs to be reinstated; the bridge remains unstable in the event of another flooding event.  The owner intends to stabilise the bridge during this year. 
FAG has been advised of proven methods to eradicate Himalayan Balsam, and Japanese Knotweed.  
FAG will be working with the landowner to reinforce the existing east bank of the river to safe guard the accommodation bridge at The Grove, any voluntary help would be appreciated.  However the FAG has been reminded that before any work can proceed with the reconstruction of the river bank “an ordinary watercourse consent” which MFAG have now applied for, and must be granted prior to any work commencing, it needs to be established if there is fee to be paid prior to the issue of the consent form.
FAG have already issued a detailed works programme for reinstating the banks and levees from The Bridges in the Square to The Weir 194metres North (downstream) in September 2018 which was costed and passed to Shropshire Council Drainage and Flood Risk Manager.   In view that Shropshire Council consider that there is no obligation for the LLFA to either carry out work to maintain these or enforce others to do so.  It is the writer’s understanding that the riparian owners have the right to maintain the river banks and levees to safeguard their property and land. This view is being checked and Environment Agency challenged because they refuse to allow works to be undertaken within the wetted channel due to the presence of heavy metals within the Minsterley Brook watercourse.   Consequently there is a need to obtain a legal definition for works that are allowed for which there is legal precedence and responsibility given the excessive contamination within the watercourse. 
All other unresolved matters remain as stated in previous reports and particularly those listed in the February/March report 2022.
Shropshire Council has commenced work on updating the Severe Weather Plan which is ongoing and remains incomplete due to resourcing issues within the Flood and Water Management Team.  The Slow the Flow data compilation has been completed.  Its analysis has now been completed by J Bellis of SC, establishing the various methods of flood alleviation to be employed at the individual locations, that information is now awaited. 
A report is still awaited from SC-Bridge Structures on the progress of the feasibility study for alleviation works around the Bridges in The Square, and possible removal of the redundant rill in the riverbed.
The FAG Chairman and the writer with others attended a seminar at Minsterley Parish Hall entitled Rea Brook: Forgotten Valley to National Exemplar? Presented by the Severn Rivers Trust in association with the Environment Agency; on Catchment Sensitive Farming; working together for a healthy environment.  It was more a progress report with little information on the forthcoming projects which have since been approved including the Rea Brook catchment area.
The window for work in the wetted channel has now opened until the 30 September 2023, projects outstanding awaiting the formation of working groups of volunteers to enable the work to be undertaken;   
Completion of a Bat survey for the willow trees edging the Brook in Furlong Field, to allow the felling of huge mature trees obstructing the water flow. Permission has been granted provided A Bat survey is completed prior to work commencing.
The making up the river bank levels adjacent to The Grove footbridge western bank in Furlong Field, to prevent water over topping into the footpath; the owner has granted permission   
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