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PERRET CLOSE MINSTERLEY  -  FLOOD ALLEVIATION WORKS 

Dear Planners, 

It has been brought to the attention of Minsterley Parish Council, by the Minsterley Flood Action Group (MFAG), that there are some problems with the construction carried out on the Old Bus Depot site referenced above. The site has now been developed with housing and is named Perret Close. 

The MFAG had wanted a second, relief, culvert driven under the A488 and under the entrance road to the development, emptying into the Little Minsterley Brook (LMB) at the far end of the development. For various reasons this could not be done but after discussions with John Bellis, Drainage and Flood Risk Manager for Shropshire Council, the developer was to construct the entrance road so as it would act as a spillway to carry excess water from the A488 along the development road , exiting into the LMB. 

During a visit to look at various flooding issues in the Parish, the alleviation works on this development were inspected. Present were John Bellis and an Officer from Highways, their consultants WSP, staff from the National Flood Forum and members of the Parish Council and the Flood Action Group. The visit took place on 11th March 2022. 

The Drainage and Flood Risk Manager was immediately concerned that the entrance to the Bellmouth to the access road, Perret Close, was raised, preventing flood water from the A488 being diverted onto the access road as envisaged. He contacted the agents for the development (Berrys) and requested that the access road levels be checked. As far as we are aware there has been no response. 

The MFAG has now carried out its own survey and reports that the access road has a cross fall of 120mm on the junction line with the A488. The west side being higher. There is a 100mm cross fall on the access road west to east opposite 10 Perret Close and the east side gutter rises 75mm from the lowest point at the entrance, some 9.40 metres in from the junction. 

We are sure that you will agree that new developments should not cause flooding, nor make existing problems worse for other properties and this will be the result of this construction. Flood waters will be pushed onto both Severn Trent and Meadow Brook properties. This will result in increased flooding to the pumping station, overwhelming the holding balance tanks to the rising main, raw sewage will mix with the Flood waters and can only flow out over Meadow Brook property and onto Linden Fields properties, as well as polluting the LMB watercourse northwards in to the Rea Brook. 

In addition, it should be added that John Bellis agreed with the Flood Action Group that the construction of the outfall at the eastern extremity of the development has not been constructed to an adequate specification. This has been pointed out in writing to the contractor, T C Homes, by the Flood Action Group. 

In view of all of the above Minsterley Parish Council believes that a site meeting with all parties is now needed so this matter will be formally considered under Agenda Item 6.7 at the next Meeting of Minsterley Parish Council to be held at 7.00 pm on next Tuesday 10 May 2022 in Minsterley Parish Hall SY5  0EH which all recipients of this letter are cordially invited to attend. 

Signed,  ~  Ian  A. Hutchinson      Minsterley Parish Clerk   Sat 7th May 2022 
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