Minsterley Flood Action Group: Report for May 2022 to the Parish Council Meeting 14/6/2022
During May 2022, only 34 millimetres of rainfall was recorded, a total of 251.5mm has been recorded for the year todate = an average of 50.3mm per month; which reflects a 25%  reduction over the mean for this area.  
Preparations have stalled for the reinstatement of drainage ditches to The North of The Grove, in the cooperation of the Landowners because there has been a difference of opinion with a landowner west of The Grove, with the aim of diverting excess surface water away from the west of The Grove.  These works are delayed because we are now in the middle of the bird nesting season. The Drainage and Flood Risk Manager - J Bellis at Shropshire Council wishes to arrange a meeting with the Landowner, Severn Trent, RIDB to discuss the construction of a flood alleviation scheme and its financing on the agricultural land to the west of The Grove.  It now appears there are also difficulties in preparing for this meeting, which the writer is endeavouring to overcome.
The MPC has revisited the Planning Approval for the Old Bus Depot - Flood Alleviation Reserved Matters.  Following the FAG checking the site levels as constructed, some anomalies were found requiring further explanation.  MPC wrote the LPA regarding the levels on this site and they are still awaiting a response from the Authority.
There was a seminar held at Minsterley Parish Hall on the 19 May 2022 hosted by the Environment Agency: Rea Brook -  Forgotten Valley to National Exemplar; for all landowners/farmers and riparian owners explaining the activities of the REAction Project by the Rea Brook Working Group; Severn Rivers Trust; Environment Agency and Catchment Sensitive Farming to explain the work already done and the planned continued progress, basically to Slow the Flow and store surface water during periods of inclement weather. A large number of projects have been undertaken including providing fencing to river banks to ensure livestock cannot enter the river. It was a very informative meeting.
The National Mines Authority – the Coal Authority has been re-launched as of April 2022 with the express task of investigating heavy metal pollution within the Minsterley Brook Catchment Area to improve Water Quality and biodiversity.  Depending on their findings there could be funding available for flood alleviation.  The FAG has requested that they might attend a meeting with the Parish Council and other interested parties and requested that they contact the Clerk to the Parish in the first instance.
The FAG has raised concerns regarding the PA 22/01897/FUL on the paddock to the rear of Bath Mews, as it affects the Flood Plain and the type equipment to be placed there.
It will have been noted,  from  the media that funding has been provided for flood alleviation works in both Pontesbury and Westbury, that is because their projects are ready to go.  Minsterley is held back because there is no resolution to the heavy metals pollution.
All other unresolved matters remain as stated in previous reports and particularly those listed in the February/March report 2022 
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