Minsterley Flood Action Group: Report for January 2022 to the Parish Council Meeting 8/2/2022
During January 2022, only 28millimetres of rainfall was recorded well below the monthly average, thus the year has started with a dry spell which is concerning some farmers and ecologists. 
The Drainage Officers undertook to carry out some improvements to the debris screens within the watercourse between Callow Crescent & Ash Lea, which are still awaited, and the screen to the culvert under Plox Green Road needs repair and is still blocked with brash. 
On Callow Lane an investigation feasibility study  is to be conducted, as reported in October 2021. To alleviate volumes of water that collect on Callow Lane between Orchid Fields & Hogarth Close, this is ongoing.  Drainage lines on Callow Lane South of the 30mph limit, require flushing to remove blockages.
The National Flood Forum have arranged a walkover for MFAG with the Agencies (members of Multi Agency Meeting group) to view those issues raised and minuteed at the MAM in October 2021 and listed below.  It will be attended by invited members of public who have suffered flooding previously arranged to take place within the next 2 weeks. Other attendees include Officers & Consultants from Shropshire Council, Drainage and Highways, EA, & STW to better understand the concerns and happenings experienced by local residents and flood victims.
At the next MAM the issues minuteed at the Meeting held on 6 October 2021 will be processed  under Matters Arising with the full benefit of the site visit:- 
There remain issues with surface water and drainage of the Footpath/Cycleway between Minsterley and Pontesbury, in Frosty conditions it is still a red route! (item 3 MAM report) There is a broken land drain discharging onto the pathway ¾ down Poulton Bank.
At the Old Bus Depot.(item 7 MAM) also the culvert headwall grill is covered with Brash which should be cleaned off. The writer remains convinced that additional flooding will be suffered by residents of Linden Fields and Brook Meadow as reported in October 2021.
Also to consider additional works in the river around The Brooklands accommodation bridge to Plox Green Road, and maximising the river flow between the Brooklands Bridge and The Square bridges.   as agreed at the MAM. (item 7 MAM report)
FAG is still awaiting written permission to proceed with some of the works previously envisaged by the FAG. (item 12 MAM report)
The flood alleviation ditch has still not been brushed out to remove all dead vegetation and remove it from site. This was a major contributory factor to the flooding in The Grove in February 2020.  The debris guard has been checked and remains clear. (item 18 MAM report). 
The FAG have agreed with the Landowner of the field to the rear and North of The Grove to clear the remainder of ditch within the authority of the LLFA and or the RIDB.
Having drafted Flood Resilience Plan for Minsterley and the surrounding areas, we are now required to seek permission from those residents who are flooded to publish their details within the Plan.  
Further work remains to be completed to the eastern abutment of the accommodation bridge and to the western abutment to The Grove Footbridge, as reported in October 21. The riparian owner of Furlong Field has agreed a plan of action in principle; to help alleviate flooding in The Grove.
The appointment of a part time Flood Risk and Drainage Warden to monitor road drainage and watercourses, and carry out small routine maintenance jobs, and advise the Parish Clerk and Chairman of action required to alleviate potential flooding around the village, remains a necessity.
There has still not been any feedback on the report submitted on behalf of the Parish Council to the Parliamentary Severn Valley Flood Resilience Action Group headed up by Daniel Kawczynski Esq MP for the Shrewsbury constituency, as reported in October 2021. 
An item of concern: now that Flood barriers can be erected across the vehicular entrance to The Hollies Yard and garage area, in times of flood with the barrier in-place could extend the areas that will be flooded, around the access to The Poplars and adjacent properties. As reported in October 2021.
A representative of the residents of Wagbeach is attending this meeting regarding the viability and sustainability of the existing culvert under the unadopted access road West of the A488. At some time this culvert has been extended upstream, using an inadequate diameter UPVC double skinned pipe and including the construction of a 220mm thick hollow concrete headwall which collapsed during a recent flooding event due to the pressure water that built behind the head wall which was 6 courses high above the pipe, because the culvert pipe was covered by a rebar mesh for reinforcing concrete, exacerbated by the undersized pipe.  FAG have previously reported this matter to the F&W Management at SC, and their Drainage Engineer has been to inspect in the company of the concerned residents.  However because this culvert is under an unadopted vehicle access it has to be established whose responsibility it might be to rectify any defects; it also has to be established who gave permission for the extension works to progress and what details were approved and by whom.  It remains a concern for those residents lower down from the culvert, who may be subject to flooding again. 
It should be noted that the construction of leaky dams upstream may help to avert some flooding by reducing the flow rates within the watercourses. FAG need to establish if the riparian owners have been approached with a view to constructing such dams on their land. FAG still have to engage with F&WM at SC.
Residents still remain concerned regarding water runoff from the A488 down the Vehicular Right of Way to the North of the School and South of Willow Park towards the Minsterley Brook.
In summary there has appears to be a better liaison between the National Flood Forum & Highways and Flood and Water Management at SC, hopefully this will lead to more permanent solutions to the Flooding issues through the Year. 


Originator: Doug Jones, member of the FAG; dated 8/2/2022  

