Minsterley Flood Action Group: Report for February & March 2022 to the Parish Council Meeting 12/4/2022
During February 2022, 126.5millimetres of rainfall was recorded and mid month over 80mm fell during the 3 named storms of Dudley on 16th , Eunice on 18th & Franklin in the early hours of 19th,  whilst the storms were not disruptive in the Minsterley Brook catchment, and the river and drainage  systems were operating at near capacity and managed the storm waters well.
Apart from the head wall to the culvert at Little Minsterley, flooding of property was only averted by the preparedness and quick actions of the adjacent owner occupier on the 19th.  It has since been reported that due to lack of maintenance to the debris screen where brash had been allowed to build up the flood waters overtopped the headwall and surface water began to accumulate in the drive way and drainage system entering the front porch at the adjacent property as reported by the owner to both Water and Flood Management team at Shropshire Council and the Parish Council.  Rainfall was well above the mean for the Month.
Also on 24th February members of the Council with the clerk and myself attended an invitation to look over the new Perret Close development on Station Road, which is of interest to the FAG, because the new access road is part the flood alleviation measures for Little Minsterley. Concerns were expressed by the writer regarding the outfall for the spillway into the adjacent Little Minsterley Brook at the East extremity of the development. The complaint comprising:- That no hard standing has been formed within the river bank, where the spillway flows into the watercourse; in that the flood waters from the spillway will cut away the bank during flooding episodes. In response it is suggested that the river bank be cut away and excavated to allow 3 gabion baskets filled with gabion rocks, 1 metre cubic each, to be inserted lining the river bank, finishing immediately below the Precast Concrete paving base to the spillway. These will provide a foundation for the gabion reinforcement, using a 1 cubic metre basket each side, to the sides of the spillway at its outfall. This will allow spillway water to percolate through the stonework and help break up the regular flow of flood water as it joins the river, reducing erosion.   Further because of the height at which the flood water joins the river the force of the flow from the spillway may also erode the opposite bank, so that needs further consideration.   As presently constructed the outfall is susceptible to erosion in times of flood adding further silts to the flood waters which will collect further downstream causing further obstructions resulting in overtopping of the banks to the watercourses. It is understood that the matter has been referred to the designers STW.  The FAG has asked to be kept informed.
Further on the visit of the Drainage and Flood Risk Officer at SC, J Bellis, he picked up that there appears to be a problem on the levels of the Access Road entrance Perret Close , this is presently being checked and investigated, it would advisable to inform the Planning Officer for this project that there is a problem with the formation of this road.

In March 2022, only 37.5millimetres of precipitation was recorded with 14 consecutive days without rain during the later part of the month.
The Highways Officers and Drainage consultants have decided not to replace the debris screens to the headwall to the culvert under Ash Lea access road, because they believe it cause more flooding if not properly maintained, which would be an additional on cost to the Highways Department, the writer understands the argument, but does not inspire good maintenance management, and will lead to increased Council Tax charges eventually.
The screen to the culvert under Plox Green Road at the Callow Crescent junction needs repair and remains blocked with brash. 
On Callow Lane an investigation feasibility study is to be conducted, as reported in October 2021. To alleviate volumes of water that collect on Callow Lane between Orchid Fields & Hogarth Close, this is ongoing.  Drainage lines on Callow Lane South of the 30mph limit, require flushing to remove blockages, which was blatantly evident on the 19 February2022.
The National Flood Forum arranged a walkover on 11 March 2022 which  was attended by J Bellis Drainage and Flood Risk Manager, Tracy Russell Highways Technician for Shropshire with personnel from NFF and staff from WSP Flood and Water Management to allow MA members to view those issues raised and minuteed at the MAM in October 2021 and listed below.  To better understand the concerns and happenings experienced by local residents and flood victims, and the following issues were viewed
At the next MAM the issues minuteed at the Meeting held on 6 October 2021 will be processed  under Matters Arising with the full benefit of the site visit:- 
At the Old Bus Depot.(item 7 MAM) also the culvert headwall grill is covered with Brash which should be cleaned off. The landscaping was inspected on Perret Close
And there remain concerns that additional flooding will be suffered by residents of Linden Fields and Brook Meadow especially if the new access road has not been constructed the agreed detail between Water and flood management
The consideration of additional works in the river around The Brooklands accommodation bridge to Plox Green Road, and maximising the river flow between the Brooklands Bridge and The Square bridges.   As agreed at the MAM. (item 7 MAM report) this matter  is now being considered as part of a  County Wide Action Plan, being considered by Highways Structures, Flood and Water Management, WSP and the EA.
Further Highways and Structures are also considering of a spillway on the north east embankment adjacent to the public footbridge on to the Square, in an effort to draw flood water back into the river before it can travel to flood those properties between Kensington Gardens and the bridges.  This will require the reprofiling of the highway from the Church Lych Gate and the bridges to alleviate flooding in this location
FAG is still awaiting written permission to proceed with some of the works previously envisaged by the FAG. (item 12 MAM report)
The flood alleviation ditch has still not been brushed out to remove all dead vegetation and remove it from site. This was a major contributory factor to the flooding in The Grove in February 2020.  The debris guard has been checked and remains clear. (item 18 MAM report). 
The Landowner of the field to the rear and North of The Grove has undertaken to clear the remainder of ditch within the authority of the LLFA and or the RIDB; which enable surface from the rear of The Grove to be drained away to the North.  To achieve this meetings are to be held with Landowner,  the LLFA, NFF to establish the most appropriate drainage arrangement to the rear of 1-17 The Grove
The whole facet of flooding events in and around The Grove were fully reviewed, and J Bellis requires further ongoing meetings.
A site meeting was also held at Wagbeach regarding the viability and sustainability of the existing culvert under the unadopted access road West of the A488. At some time this culvert has been extended upstream, using an inadequate diameter UPVC double skinned pipe and including the construction of a 220mm thick hollow concrete headwall which collapsed during a recent flooding event due to the pressure water.  The residents have accepted liability for maintenance in this location, and requested assistance with the design of any structure considered feasible.  J Bellis suggested a possible solution for a suitable structure that would be approved by SC Flood & Water Management drainage engineers, a planning requirement. 
Any design would have to be approved in writing by LLFA prior to work proceeding, and provision of leaky dams would discussed with the landowners upstream
It should be noted that the construction of leaky dams upstream may help to avert some flooding by reducing the flow rates within the watercourses. FAG need to establish if the riparian owners have been approached with a view to constructing such dams on their land. FAG still have to engage with F&WM at SC.
J Bellis also suggested that the Parish Council investigate the setting up of a team of experienced personnel who would be able to respond to carrying out routine maintenance jobs within the river drainage system to ensure that system is able to respond in times of flooding SC would fund those works undertaken on systems that fall within SC Responsibility. And approval of works would have to be granted by SC prior to undertaking these works in writing.  This would speed up response times and enable the Parish to ensure their residents would be safer.
Having drafted Flood Resilience Plan for Minsterley and the surrounding areas, we are now required to seek permission from those residents who are flooded to publish their details within the Plan.  
Further work remains to be completed to the eastern abutment of the accommodation Bridge and to the western abutment to The Grove Footbridge, as reported in October 21. The riparian owner of Furlong Field has agreed a plan of action in principle; to help alleviate flooding in The Grove.
The appointment of a part time Flood Risk and Drainage Warden to monitor road drainage and watercourses, and carry out small routine maintenance jobs, and advise the Parish Clerk and Chairman of action required to alleviate potential flooding around the village, remains a necessity.
Residents still remain concerned regarding water runoff from the A488 down the Vehicular Right of Way to the North of the School and South of Willow Park towards the Minsterley Brook.
There remain issues with surface water and drainage of the Footpath/Cycleway between Minsterley and Pontesbury, in Frosty conditions it is still a red route! (item 3 MAM report) There is a broken land drain discharging onto the pathway ¾ down Poulton Bank.
In summary there appears to be a better liaison between the National Flood Forum & Highways and Flood and Water Management at SC, hopefully this will lead to more permanent solutions to the Flooding issues through the Year. 


Originator: Doug Jones, member of the FAG; dated 10/4/2022  
